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France. Its influence is on the increase because it stands
for law and oixler, but its influence would be much more
on the increase had it been more tactfully dealt with by
the Vatican in the last ten years.
Whether it will eventually stand for a reactionary
totalitarianism on the lines of Italy, or whether it will be a
democratic Church, as in America, and throughout the
New World, has not yet been proved, but France in the
past was mainly responsible for the development of the
Mission Field throughout the world, and it is an interesting
point to note that wherever to-day in, China and the Far
East, French Missionaries and American Missionaries are
side by side, practising their religion, the one in an old-
world, rather conservative manner, and the other with
the free-and-easy spirit of the New World, whether it be
Australian, American, or Canadian, it is the New World
element that converts by far the largest number of natives,
The Pope's interest in the Mission Fields is almost
greater than that of any other Pope, and I would like to
give a chapter or two to that subject later iu the book*
In the meantime it seems only fair, after criticising the
Pope's attitude towards the totalitarian states, to mention,
however briefly> his problems in other European countries*
Starting with Portugal, we find a country that was
intensely Catholic in the olden times. Its anti-cleriealisin
came to a head after the revolution of 15x0, Siace then,
the Vatican has had considerable difficulty in dealing with
Portuguese problems, until a Concordat was signed during
the present Pontificate, The Portuguese have been fairly
closely connected with the Church in its support of the
Spanish Insurgents in, the last few months, and the Portu*